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Abstract

Essential work of fracture (EWF) tests have been conducted on neat and rubber toughened polyamide-66 in order to
measure the essential specific work of fracture (we) and the non-essential specific work of fracture (bwp) parameters. Fur-
ther, the we value has been partitioned into two terms, one related to the specific energy contribution for yielding up to the
onset of fracture (we,init), and another one representing the subsequent crack propagation process (we,prop), respectively.
EWF tests performed on neat polyamide-66 specimens conditioned up to various equilibrium moisture contents clearly
indicate that we markedly increases as the material moisture content rises, and that this trend is mainly associated with
the increase of its crack propagation component (we,prop), the initiation related term (we,init) being practically independent
of the humidity level. The inclusion of various amounts (7, 16, and 25 wt%) of rubber particles (a random ethylene–acrylic
ester–maleic anhydride terpolymer) into the polyamide-66 matrix induces a large increase of the we parameter. It is inter-
esting to observe that the we,init and we,prop terms display different trends with the rubber content. Most of the toughening
effect of the rubber particles can be attributed to a large increase of the propagation-related term, the fracture initiation
term decreasing with the rubber content. Finally, the loading rate effects on the fracture behaviour have been investigated
for polyamide-66 toughened with 25 wt% rubber. An increase of the loading rate causes an increase of the crack-initiation
related term we,init, while the crack-propagation related parameter we,prop decreases. As a consequence, the specific term we

shows a non-monotonic trend with the loading rate.
� 2006 Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
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1. Introduction

Rubber-toughening of plastics requires the inclusion of discrete rubbery phases within the polymer to
be toughened, typically in the form of micron or sub-micron size particles at volume fractions in the range
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0.05–0.30 [1,2]. Nowadays it is well established that the toughening effect achieved through introduction of
dispersed rubbery particles comes principally from the increase in fracture energy related to the yielding of
the polymer matrix, the role of the rubbery particles being simply to induce yielding processes in the matrix
[1–4]. Polyamides constitute a commercially important class of engineering polymers [5] and a great deal of
efforts have been expended over the last twenty years in the development of effective rubber-toughened
blends [6–21]. The most important parameters in the rubber-toughening of polyamides are (i) the rubber con-
tent, (ii) the average particle size and its distribution, (iii) the type of rubber, (iv) the distribution of the rub-
ber particles, (v) the level of particle–matrix adhesion, whose effects are exhaustively examined in the review
articles of Gaymans [22] and Keskkula and Paul [23]. In most cases, the toughening effects of rubber addition
to polyamides have been mainly studied by simple Charpy and Izod tests on notched specimens [22,23]. On
the other hand, the use of rigorous fracture mechanics methodologies to quantify the effects of rubber addi-
tion on the fracture behaviour of polyamides is quite limited in the scientific literature [9,19–21,24,25]. The
main reason is that the testing methods successfully developed in the framework of the linear elastic fracture
mechanics (LEFM) for brittle polymers can be hardly applied for rubber toughened engineering plastics. In
fact, LEFM conditions require linear load–displacement behaviour and very localized deformation at
the crack tip [26]. The latter condition implies that the radius of the plastic zone at the crack tip has a neg-
ligible effect on the stress around the crack tip and thus on the measured critical values of plane-strain frac-
ture toughness (KIC) or strain energy release rate (GIC). Thus, the specimens size requirements for LEFM
testing methods limit the size of the crack tip plastic zone relative to the specimens dimensions [27,28] as
follows:
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where B is the specimen thickness, W its width, a is the initial crack length, ry is the material yield strength,
E is the Young’s modulus, and m is the Poisson’s ratio at the temperature and strain rate of the fracture
test. For rubber-toughened blends the condition expressed by Eq. (1) requires testing on very thick speci-
mens, that cannot be formed easily by injection moulding, and elastic–plastic fracture mechanics (EPFM)
methods [29] have to be applied. The most common EPFM method is based on the evaluation of JIC

that represents a critical value of the J-contour integral. The validity criteria for the specimen thickness
for JIC is
B > 25
J IC

ry

� �
ð2Þ
which is about a factor of five less than Eq. (1) [29]. The J-integral method alleviates to some degree the
stringent size requirements of LEFM, however, the thickness required is still often beyond what can be con-
veniently injection moulded [18]. Moreover, the recommended procedure for measuring JIC, based on a multi-
ple specimens R-curve method [30,31], requires the evaluation of the crack advancement on the partially
fractured specimens. This procedure is quite time consuming and needs the use of several specimens.
For the above mentioned reasons, even if some attempts have been made to simplify the procedure [24], this
method has been rarely applied to characterize the fracture behaviour of rubber toughened polyamides
[9,24,25].

The essential work of fracture (EWF) method is an alternative, less time consuming, EPFM approach that
has been extensively used for the fracture toughness assessment of ductile polymeric materials under plane
stress conditions [29,32]. This method has been recently applied to the fracture characterization of both neat
[33–35] and rubber toughened polyamides [19–21]. Further, the EWF method has also been successfully used
for the fracture characterization of rubber toughened polyamides reinforced with glass fibers [36–43] or mont-
morillonite [44].

In this study the essential work of fracture (EWF) approach has been adopted to investigate the fracture
behaviour of neat and rubber toughened polyamide-66 sheets. The objective of the work is to analyse the
effects of (i) the moisture content, (ii) the rubber content, and (iii) the strain rate, on the essential work of frac-
ture parameters of the selected materials.
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2. Experimental

2.1. Materials and specimens conditioning

The polymer matrix used in this research is a commercial neat polyamide-66 (Radilon-HS100). Three rub-
ber toughened grades (Radilon-HSX, Radilon-ESL128, Radilon-USX200) based on this matrix and contain-
ing 7, 16 and 25 wt% of rubber particles, respectively, have been also used [45]. The rubber is a random
ethylene–acrylic ester–maleic anhydride terpolymer (Lotader�MAH). All the materials were kindly supplied
by Radici Novacips SpA (Villa d’Ogna, Bergamo, Italy) as injection moulded square plaques of
60 · 60 · 1 mm3 and as ISO 527-1A [46] dumb-bell tests pieces. The barrel and nozzle temperature were kept
at 280 �C, the injection pressure was 40 bar and the mould temperature was 50 �C. Before being used, all
the specimens had been stored for two months under laboratory conditions (T = 21 �C, RH = 30%) until a
constant weight was reached.

In order to investigate the effect of water on the fracture behaviour, some of the neat polyamide-66 plaques
were dried under vacuum at 80 �C for 36 h (dry specimens). Half of this sample was then allowed to equilibrate
its moisture content under laboratory conditions (T = 21 �C, RH = 30%) until a constant weight was reached
(moisture uptake of 1.3 wt%). The second half was immersed in distilled water at 70 �C for 72 h (moisture
uptake of 9.3 wt%).

In order to levelling off any orientation-related effect, all the experiments have been performed on speci-
mens obtained along the same direction in the moulded plaques.
2.2. Analysis of rubber particles

Rectangular strips (40 · 4 · 1 mm3) were machined out from the injection moulded plaques, immersed for
30 min in liquid nitrogen and broken under impact conditions. The broken surfaces were etched in xylene at
80 �C for 30 min and the solvent was allowed to evaporate for 12 h under an extractor hood. The fracture sur-
faces were sputtered with gold and observed with a scanning electron microscope (SEM) Cambridge model
Stereoscan 200. Observations were made at an accelerating voltage of 20 kV.

The analysis of the rubber particles was performed by a semi-automatic digital image analysis technique
which employed ImageJ 1.34S software developed and freely distributed by the National Institute of Heath
of USA. The apparent diameter was determined by scanning the SEM micrographs and individually measur-
ing the particle dimension as an average of their longest dimension and the dimension perpendicular to the
major axis. Typically over 250 particles were analysed for each blend composition.

Moreover the particle density was assessed by counting the number of particles in a representative area of
about 100 lm2.
2.3. Dynamic mechanical thermal analysis

Dynamic mechanical thermal analysis (DMTA) tests were conducted in a tensile loading mode, by a Poly-
mer Laboratories dynamic mechanical thermal analyser (model MkII) on rectangular strips having the same
dimensions of those used for the analysis of rubber particles. All measurements were performed with a peak to
peak displacement of 32 lm, in a temperature range from �150 �C up to 240 �C, at a heating rate of 3 �C/min
and at a frequency of 1 Hz.
2.4. Tensile test

In order to obtain information on the uniaxial tensile properties of the injection moulded plaques, speci-
mens for tensile tests were punch-cut from them according to the 1BA dumb-bell geometry described in the
ISO 527 standard [46]. Tensile tests were performed by an Instron model 4502 universal testing machine
equipped with a 1 kN load cell, on at least five specimens. Deformation up to 0.01 was monitored by an
Instron model 2620 clip-on extensometer with a gage length of 25 mm, while higher deformations were
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monitored by the cross-head displacement. The tests were performed at room temperature and at various
cross-head speeds from 10 to 500 mm/min.
2.5. Charpy impact test

Charpy impact tests were performed by a CEAST model 6549 instrumented pendulum according to ISO
179 standard [47]. Rectangular specimens 10 mm wide, 80 mm long, and 4 mm thick were machined from
the injection moulded dumb-bell samples. A notch type 1eA (radius of notch base of 0.25 mm, ligament
8 mm) was obtained with a milling machine. The specimen were tested in the edgewise direction supported
at a span length of 62 mm. The striking nose of the pendulum is characterized by an included angle of 30�
and the tip is rounded to a radius of 2 mm. All impact test were performed at a striking speed of 2.83 m/s
and at a impact energy of 5 J. At least five specimens were tested for each experimental condition.
2.6. Fracture toughness characterization

The EWF approach is based on the assumption that the total work of fracture, Wf, is the sum of two energy
terms:
W f ¼ W e þ W p ð3Þ
where We is the energy consumed in the fracture process zone, and Wp is the energy dissipated in the outer
plastic region, where a number of energy dissipation mechanisms may occur. By assuming that We is propor-
tional to the ligament area, and Wp is proportional to the volume of the outer plastic region, the following
specific terms can be defined:
we ¼
W e

tL
; wp ¼

W p

btL2
ð4Þ
where we is the specific essential work of fracture, and wp is the specific non-essential work of fracture, t is
the specimen thickness, L is the ligament length and b is a plastic zone shape factor depending on the geom-
etry of the specimen and the crack. By combining Eq. (4) into Eq. (3) the following relationship can be
obtained:
wf ¼
W f

tL
¼ we þ bwpL ð5Þ
where the terms wf, we and bwp are the specific total, essential, and non-essential work of fracture, respectively.
EWF tests were performed on deeply double-edge notched tension (DDENT) specimens whose dimensions

were selected on the basis of the ESIS-TC4 test protocol [32]. In particular, the initial distance between grips
was chosen equal to the width and fixed at 40 mm. The ligament length was varied in order to cover the range
between 5 and 15 mm. Notches were made by an automatic notching device mounting a sharpened razor
blade. All the fracture tests were performed at room temperature and at various cross-head speeds in the range
from 1 to 500 mm/min. Accordingly to the ESIS test protocol, a stress criterion was adopted in order (i) to
ensure greater likelihood of fracture to occurring under plane stress conditions and (ii) to remove data where
fracture has occurred prior to full ligament yielding. This check is based on the evaluation of a net-section
stress rmax = Pmax/Lt, where Pmax is the maximum peak load, L is the ligament length and t is the thickness
of the specimen. For all the data an average value for rmax, denoted by rm, was determined, and the specimens
for which rmax < 0.9rm or rmax > 1.1rm were rejected. For each valid specimen the total energy to failure (Wf)
was calculated from the load–displacement traces, a specific value (wf) was computed according to Eq. (5), and
the data plotted against L. A least square regression line was used to fit the data, and the points lying more
than two times the standard deviation from the best-fit line were eliminated. Having rejected these points, a
final least squares linear regression line was obtained considering the remaining data to give the intercept,
which is called the essential specific work of fracture (we), and its slope, which is called the non-essential
specific work of fracture (bwp).
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3. Results and discussion

3.1. Preliminary characterization

Fig. 1 shows the SEM micrographs of the etched fracture surfaces of neat and rubber-modified polyamide-
66 specimens. For all the investigated compositions, the rubber particles appear as discrete spheroids almost
homogenously dispersed in the polyamide-66 matrix. Of course, the fractured surfaces cannot always cut
through the centre of each rubber particle and hence, in SEM photomicrographs, the particles appear to be
smaller and more broadly distributed in size than they really are. Therefore, direct measurements on the
micrographs lead to the determination of an apparent diameter dA. The probability distributions of the appar-
ent particle diameters are reported in Fig. 2 for the various rubber contents. It is interesting to note that, as the
rubber content increases, the probability distributions shift towards higher diameter values and appear to be
more and more dispersed. For randomly distributed particles, Wu [6] proposed that the true average diame-
ter �dT is related to the apparent average diameter �dA by the following relationship:
Fig. 1.
rubber
�dT ¼
4

p

� �
�dA ð6Þ
The true average diameter values have been estimated on the basis of Eq. (6) and reported in Table 1 together
with their standard deviations. It is worthwhile to note that the average values of the particle diameter are
always lower than 0.5 lm and the standard deviations increase as the rubber content increases. It is well
known that the impact strength of rubber toughened polyamides does strongly depend on the particle size
[22,23]. In fact, for the rubber to be effective the particle size has to be in an optimal range. For example,
the impact strength values of polyamide-6 blended with 20 wt% of ethylene–propylene rubber as a function
of particle size, shows that there is a lower limit of about 0.1 lm and an upper limit at about 1 lm [22,23].
No information are currently available on the effects of particle size on the essential work of fracture para-
Scanning electron photomicrographs of cryogenic fractured and etched surfaces of (a) neat, (b) 7 wt% rubber modified, (c) 16 wt%
modified, and (d) 25 wt% rubber modified polyamide-66.
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Table 1
Average diameter and density of rubber particles in rubber modified polyamide-66

Rubber content (wt%) Average particle diameter, �dT ðnmÞ Particle density (count/lm2)

7 139 ± 37 7.29
16 205 ± 61 7.20
25 261 ± 99 7.27
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meters in rubber modified polyamides. On the same Table 1, the number of particles per unit area are also
reported. It is worth noting that the investigated materials contain approximately the same number of particles
per unit area, independently of the rubber content.

In Fig. 3 the storage and loss factor DMTA thermograms of neat and rubber toughened polyamide-66 are
reported. Neat polyamide-66 shows three loss factor peaks located at 45 �C, �72 �C and �135 �C, usually
named a, b and c damping peaks, respectively [48]. The a-damping peak, corresponding to the glass transition
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temperature, Tg, is of greater magnitude than the damping peaks at lower temperatures. Its origin is believed
to result from the rupture of hydrogen bonds between polymeric chains, which give rise to the motion of long-
chain segments in the amorphous regions. On the other hand, the origin of the b-transition is attributed to
segmental motion that involves amide groups in the amorphous regions, that are not hydrogen bonded to
other amides or a nearby chain. The c-transition is thought to be associated with the small-scale reorienta-
tional motion in the amorphous region of the methylene units between amide group [49]. As evidenced in
Fig. 3, the presence of rubber particles profoundly affects the dynamic-mechanical thermal behaviour of poly-
amide-66. In fact, the storage modulus decreases as the rubber content increases and an additional loss factor
peak, located at about �43 �C, appears in the rubber toughened polyamide-66 specimens. This damping peak
corresponds to the glass transition of the rubber particles, as confirmed by parallel differential scanning cal-
orimetry measurements performed on the rubber additive. Of course, the intensity of this damping peak is
directly proportional to the amount of rubber particles. The presence of rubber particles also slightly increases
the intensity of the a-damping peak of the polyamide-66 matrix.

The tensile mechanical properties of neat and rubber toughened polyamide-66 at various testing speed is
summarized in Fig. 4. The tensile modulus almost linearly decreases with the rubber content, being only
slightly affected by the testing speed (see Fig. 4a). Borggreve et al. [8] found that for polyamide–rubber blends
with a particle dispersion the modulus of the blends linearly decreased with the rubber volume fraction. For as
concern the yield behaviour of the investigated materials it can be observed that, as reported in Fig. 4b, as the
amount of rubber phase increases, the stress at yield decreases while the strain at yield increases. Both these
parameters appear to substantially increase as the testing speed increases. Also the fracture-related parame-
ters, reported in Fig. 4c, result to be affected by the presence of rubber particles. In fact, a certain tendency
can be observed for the rubber particles to reduce the stress at break and to increase the strain at break values.
The effect of the testing speed on these parameters is not so clear. In fact, opposite rate effects can be observed
on the fracture behaviour of neat and 25 wt% rubber toughened polyamide-66 samples.

The load–displacement curves under Charpy impact conditions of neat and rubber toughened polyamide-
66 are reported in Fig. 5. The neat polyamide-66 specimens fail in a brittle manner while the presence of rub-
ber particles markedly modifies the failure mode towards a ductile behaviour. Table 2 summarizes the data
obtained from the Charpy impact tests. As expected, the Charpy impact strength greatly increases with the
rubber content. At the same time the maximum load values are always greater for the rubber modified poly-
amide-66 with respect to the neat matrix, but with a tendency to decrease as the rubber content increases.
Beaumont et al. [50] defined a dimensionless parameter called the ductility index (DI), as the ratio between
the propagation and the initiation energies. The fracture initiation point is usually considered as the point
where the maximum load is reached. This parameter is found useful for ranking the impact performance of
different materials under similar testing conditions, since high values of DI mean that most of the total energy
is expended for crack propagation. The DI values reported in Table 2 clearly show that the presence of rubber
particles markedly promotes a ductile behaviour of the investigated materials.

3.2. Fracture toughness characterization

3.2.1. Energy partitioning

A typical load–displacement curve for neat polyamide-66 DDENT specimen tested at a cross-head speed of
10 mm/min is reported in Fig. 6a together with some pictures of the ligament region taken during the fracture
process. An extended whitening precedes the crack propagation process thus indicating the occurrence of
yielding of the ligament region. Analysing the filmed sequence of the experiments, it has been possible to mea-
sure the crack length during the test. This information is reported in Fig. 6b, as a percentage of the ligament
length. It is interesting to observe that the crack starts to propagate in correspondence of the maximum load
reached during the tensile test. This experimental observation holds for all the investigated material and test-
ing speeds. On the basis of this experimental evidence the total work of fracture Wt under the load–displace-
ment curve can be considered as the summation of two contributes: a term Wf,init related to the crack initiation
process, and a term Wf,prop associated to the crack propagation process, as evidenced on the same Fig. 6b. As
previously proposed by other authors [51–62], the specific terms wf,init and wf,prop can be expressed as a func-
tion of the ligament length similarly to Eq. (5), as follows:
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wf ;init ¼
W f;init

tL
¼ we;init þ binitwp;initL ð7aÞ

wf ;prop ¼
W f ;prop

tL
¼ we;prop þ bpropwp;propL ð7bÞ
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Table 2
Charpy impact data of neat and rubber modified polyamide-66

Rubber content (wt%) Charpy impact strength (kJ/m2) Maximum load (N) Ductility index

0 4.5 ± 0.2 304 ± 24 0.08
7 55.5 ± 2.3 428 ± 13 2.44

16 73.9 ± 1.2 402 ± 8 3.19
25 94.5 ± 0.4 346 ± 2 3.46
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where we,init and we,prop represent the components of the specific essential work of fracture related to the crack-
initiation and crack-propagation, respectively, such as
we ¼ we;init þ we;prop ð8Þ
By way of example, the load displacement curves of polyamide-66 DDENT specimens at various ligament
lengths tested at a cross-head speed of 10 mm/min are reported in Fig. 7a. The self-similarity of the curves,
which is a major requirement for the validity of the EWF approach, is quite satisfactory. Accordingly to
Eqs. (5) and (7), the data reduction of the experimental points remaining after the application of the criteria
of the test protocol (see Section 2) yields plots such as those reported in Fig. 7b. The intercepts of the linear
regression lines allowed us to determine the parameter we along with its components we,init and we,prop.

3.2.2. Effect of moisture content

It is well known that polyamides absorb water reversibly, and that it usually acts as a plasticizer with a ben-
eficial effect on their fracture toughness but with a considerable loss in the elastic and ultimate properties
[49,63,64]. The effect of moisture content on the load–displacement curves of neat polyamide-66 DDENT spec-
imens with the same ligament length but different moisture contents is evidenced in Fig. 8 for samples tested at a
cross-head speed of 10 mm/min. It is interesting to observe that in the dry state the specimens behave in a com-
pletely brittle manner (curve a) without any yield phenomena. The specimens in equilibrium with the laboratory
humidity (curve b) contain 1.3 wt% moisture and show a completely ductile behaviour with yielding and sub-
sequent crack propagation. The specimens conditioned in hot water up to a moisture content of 9.3 wt% show a
ductile behaviour with a much lower value of the maximum load and a simultaneous increase of the elongation
at break. The consequences of this behaviour on the EWF parameters are summarized in Fig. 9. First of all, it is
important to note that for the dry sample the EWF approach is not strictly applicable, since it requires complete
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ligament yielding prior to crack propagation. Anyway, for sake of comparison we still report under round
brackets the parameters obtained according to the EWF data reduction approach for the dry sample, even if
they could be more appropriately interpreted in the framework of a linear elastic fracture mechanics approach.
In Fig. 9a it is interesting to note that the specific essential work of fracture values increase as the sample mois-
ture content increases. The specific non-essential term bwp associated to the plastic deformation in the outer
process zone is practically zero for the dry sample and substantially independent of the moisture content in
the investigated range. The partitioning of the we into its crack initiation we,init and crack propagation we,prop

components gives a further insight into the effect of moisture on the fracture behaviour of neat polyamide-66. In
fact, as reported in Fig. 9b, the toughening effect due to moisture can be almost entirely attributed to an increase
in the specific essential work of fracture component related to the crack propagation process, the crack initia-
tion component being practically unaffected by the moisture content.
3.2.3. Effect of rubber content

The effect of rubber content on the load–displacement curves of DDENT specimens with the same ligament
length is shown in Fig. 10 for a cross-head speed of 10 mm/min. It is evident that the maximum load (and hence
the maximum net-section stress) decreases as the rubber content increases. On the other hand, the maximum
elongation observed for DDENT specimens is practically unaffected by the rubber content, even if both the
strain at yield ad strain at break values obtained in tensile tests show a certain tendency to increase with the
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Fig. 8. Load–displacement curves for DDENT specimens with the same ligament length (L = 8.6 mm) at a cross-head speed of 10 mm/min
for neat polyamide-66 DDENT at various moisture contents: (a) dry, (b) 1.3 wt%, (c) 9.3 wt%.
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Fig. 9. Effect of moisture content on the EWF values of polyamide-66 tested at a cross-head speed of 10 mm/min. Values refer to (a) the
essential we (d) and non-essential bwp (j) specific work of fracture, and (b) the specific work of fracture for crack initiation we,init (m) and
for crack propagation we,prop (.), respectively.

0

200

400

600

800

0 3 5

Lo
ad

 (
N

)

Displacement (mm)

a)

b)

c)

d)

1 2 4 6

Fig. 10. Load–displacement curves for DDENT specimens with the same ligament length (L = 12 mm) at a cross-head speed of 10 mm/
min for (a) neat, (b) 7 wt% rubber modified, (c) 16 wt% rubber modified, and (d) 25 wt% rubber modified polyamide-66. Specimens
conditioned at T = 21 �C and RH = 30%.
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Fig. 11. Effect of rubber content on the EWF values of polyamide-66 tested at a cross-head speed of 10 mm/min. Values refer to (a) the
essential we (d) and non-essential bwp (j) specific work of fracture, and (b) the specific work of fracture for crack initiation we,init (m) and
for crack propagation we,prop (.), respectively. Specimens conditioned at T = 21 �C and RH = 30%.
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Fig. 12. Load–displacement curves for DDENT specimens of 25 wt% rubber modified polyamide-66 with the same ligament length
(L = 12 mm) tested at the cross-head speeds of (a) 1 mm/min, (b) 10 mm/min, (c) 100 mm/min, and (d) 500 mm/min. Specimens
conditioned at T = 21 �C and RH = 30%.
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rubber content (see Fig. 4b and c). The effect of the rubber content on the EWF parameters is summarized in
Fig. 11. First of all, it is worthwhile to note that the rubber toughened materials display specific essential work of
fracture values much higher that the neat polyamide-66 matrix. On the other hand this wide increase in we

parameter seems to be not directly proportional to the rubber content since we values pass trough a maximum
for a rubber content of 7 wt% and tends to a lower but constant value for higher rubber contents. Therefore, the
effect of rubber content on the plane-stress fracture toughness at low loading rates substantially differs from the
trend observed for Charpy impact resistance (see Table 2). Beside the differences in the test configurations, these
experimental evidences are in good agreement with the observations of Dijkstra et al. [12]. They performed
instrumented notched tensile impact tests of nylon-6/(ethylene–propylene rubber) blends over a broad range
of testing speeds (including strain rates encountered in normal tensile tests and in impact tests). They observed
that the effect of rubber content on the total fracture energy markedly depends on the testing speed, only for the
highest speed (impact) being a higher rubber content beneficial for a high fracture energy. For low and inter-
mediate testing speeds a low rubber concentration is already sufficient for toughening polyamide-6. The sudden
rise in fracture energy with rising strain rate is believed to be caused by a transition from isothermal to adiabatic
deformation [12]. In the adiabatic regime the rise in temperature is high enough to melt the material around the
crack tip, as confirmed by SEM studies of the deformation zone [12]. Interestingly enough, the data reported in
10

15

20

25

30

35

40

6

8

10

12

14

1 10 100 1000

w
e 

(k
J/

m
2 )

βw
p  (M

J/m
3)

Testing speed (mm/min)

4

6

8

10

12

14

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

1 10 100 1000

w
e,

in
it 

(k
J/

m
2 )

w
e,prop (kJ/m

2)

Testing speed (mm/min)

(a)

(b)

Fig. 13. Effect of testing speed on the EWF values of 25 wt% rubber modified polyamide-66. Values refer to (a) the essential we (d) and
non-essential bwp (j) specific work of fracture, and (b) the specific work of fracture for crack initiation we,init (m) and for crack
propagation we,prop (.), respectively. Specimens conditioned at T = 21 �C and RH = 30%.
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Fig. 11a indicate that the non-essential specific work of fracture parameter of rubber toughened polyamide-66 is
lower than that of the neat polymer matrix and practically independent of the rubber content.

The specific essential work of fracture terms related to fracture initiation and crack-propagation display
different trends with the rubber content as depicted in Fig. 11b. In fact, as the rubber content increases, the
term we,init slightly decreases while the term we,prop initially increases and then remains practically constant.
The higher value of the specific essential work of fracture parameter of the 7 wt% rubber toughened material
is hence related to a favourable compromise between its fracture initiation and propagation components.

3.2.4. Effect of strain rate

The effect of strain rate on the work of fracture parameters has been investigated on the 25 wt% rubber
toughened polyamide-66 sample. As evidenced in Fig. 12, as the strain rate increases the load–displacement
curves of DDENT specimens display slightly higher values of the maximum load and a tendency for the elon-
gation at break to decrease. As summarized in Fig. 13a, the specific essential work of fracture parameter passes
through a maximum for a cross-head speed of 10 mm/min and then it decreases, while the specific non-essen-
tial work of fracture term is practically independent of the testing speed. As reported in Fig. 13b, the trend of
the we parameter is the result of two contributions, we,init and we,prop, that are affected by the strain rate in
quite different ways. In fact, the term related to crack initiation increases with the testing speed, while, at
the same time, the term associated to crack propagation shows a tendency to decrease. This opposite trends
for the strain rate dependence of we,init and we,prop components is not peculiar to this material but it has been
also observed for many other ductile polymeric materials such as semi-crystalline poly(ethylene-terephthalate)
[56], poly(ethylene-naphthalate) [59], nylon-6 [65], unplasticized poly(vinyl chloride) [52,62], isotactic polypro-
pylene [53,60,61,65], and linear low-density-polyethylene/butene copolymer [65].
4. Conclusions

The EWF approach has been applied to study the fracture behaviour of neat and rubber toughened poly-
amide-66. The following conclusions can be drawn:

(i) Tests performed on neat polyamide-66 specimens conditioned up to various equilibrium moisture con-
tents clearly indicate that we markedly increases as the material moisture content rises, and that this
trend is mainly associated with the increase of its crack propagation component (we,prop), the initiation
related term (we,init) being practically independent of the humidity level.

(ii) The inclusion of various amounts (7, 16, and 25 wt%) of rubber particles into the polyamide-66 matrix
induces a large increase of the we parameter with we,init and we,prop terms displaying different trends with
the rubber content. Most of the toughening effect of the rubber particles can be attributed to a large
increase of the propagation-related term, the fracture initiation term decreasing with the rubber content.

(iii) The loading rate effects on the fracture behaviour have been investigated on polyamide-66 toughened
with 25 wt% rubber. An increase of the loading rate causes an increase of the crack-initiation related
term we,init, while the crack-propagation related parameter we,prop decreases. As a consequence, the spe-
cific term we shows a non-monotonic trend with the loading rate.
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